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a guatemalan refugee whose family was killed by a death squad spots one of the killers
playing chess in a park in los angeles and plots revenge the denouement comes during one of
the city s riots

in a shabby apartment in downtown los angeles antonio bernal waits to be evicted it is the
final defeat in a series of blows that drove him from guatemala after a death squad murdered
his wife and child a boy of two not far from antonio s apartment guillermo longoria is playing
chess utterly absorbed in the game he stretches for the queen revealing the tattoo on his arm
which bears withess to his past as a member of the jaguar battalion of the guatemalan army
the tattooed soldier tells the riveting story of two haunted men and the fatal intersecting of
their lives

antonio bernal is a guatemalan refugee in los angeles haunted by memories of his wife and
child who were murdered at the hands of a man marked with yellow ink in a park near antonio
s apartment guillermo longoria extends his arm and reveals a sinister tattoo yellow pelt black
spots red mouth it is the sign of the death squad the jaguar battalion of the guatemalan army
this chance encounter between antonio and his family s killer ignites a psychological
showdown between these two men each will discover that the war in central america has
migrated with them as they are engulfed by the quemazones the great burning of the los
angeles riots a tragic tale of loss and destiny in the underbelly of an american city the tattooed
soldier is pulitzer prize winning reporter héctor tobar s mesmerizing exploration of violence and
the marks it leaves upon us

supersummary a modern alternative to sparknotes and cliffsnotes offers high quality study
guides for challenging works of literature this 34 page guide for the tattooed soldier by hector
tobar includes detailed chapter summaries and analysis covering 19 chapters as well as several
more in depth sections of expert written literary analysis featured content includes
commentary on major characters 10 important quotes discussion topics and key themes like
marking or being marked and the experience of latino immigrants

analyzing literature can be hard we make it easy this in depth study guide offers summaries
analyses for all 19 chapters of the tattooed soldier by hector tobar get more out of your
reading experience and build confidence with study guides proven to raise students grades
save teachers time and spark dynamic book discussions supersummary study guides are
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written by experienced educators and literary scholars with advanced degrees in relevant fields
here s what s inside chapter by chapter summaries refresh your memory of key events and big
ideas comprehensive literary analysis unlock underlying meaning examination of key figures in
the text follow character arcs from tragedy to triumph discussion of themes symbols motifs
connect the dots among recurring ideas important quotes with explanations appreciate the
meaning behind the words essay discussion topics discover writing prompts and conversation
starters detailed plot summary refresh your memory of key events and big ideas
comprehensive literary analysis unlock underlying meaning examination of key figures in the
text follow character arcs from tragedy to triumph discussion of themes symbols motifs
connect the dots among recurring ideas important quotes with explanations appreciate the
meaning behind the words essay discussion topics discover writing prompts and conversation
starters

the other latinos addresses the presence in the u s of latin american and caribbean immigrants
from countries other than mexico cuba and puerto rico this introductory work focusing on the
andes central america and brazil will the contributors hope inspire a more complete
understanding of latin american migration into the u s

despite a large influx of guatemalans to cities such as los angeles and washington d c their
narrative has largely been subsumed in the traditional latino a immigrant narrative the
importance of the historical specificity and traumatic nature of guatemalan immigration as a
consequence of the central american revolutions has only now begun to be studied by scholars
such as arturo arias and claudia milian though the field of latino a studies is still largely
focused on immigrants from mexico cuba and puerto rico thus through an examination of two
novels by guatemalan american authors héctor tobar s the tattooed soldier 1998 2000 and
tanya maria barrientos family resemblance 2003 i compare how each novel differently
positions guatemalan diasporic identity around traumas surrounding the guatemalan civil war
and diaspora ultimately i argue that tobar establishes guatemalan diasporic fiction as a kind of
refugee literature while barrientos attempts to fit the guatemalan diasporic narrative into a
traditional latino a immigrant narrative using the genre of chica lit thus flattening out the
unique historical experience of the guatemalan civil war while also highlighting the constraints
of the chica lit genre for central american american women writers

prutsman who served as a lieutenant in the seventh regiment wisconsin volunteers recounts
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his experiences in libby prison richmond and in prisons in columbia s c and elsewhere

a lavishly illustrated report on the state of los angeles filled with facts and figures both
fascinating and disturbing that demonstrate the character and the social ethnic economic
geographic diversity of this vibrant american city

by the international bestselling and pulitzer prize winning author of the 33 a book of
extraordinary scope and power los angeles times araceli is the live in maid in the torres
thompson household just outside los angeles one morning after an argument between the
parents which turned physical she wakes to an empty house except for the two sons she s
never had to interact with before not knowing what else to do she decides to track down their
grandfather when scott and maureen return to find the children gone they do what any right
minded middle class parents would they panic caught in a spiral of guilt they say things that
aren t quite true and when araceli is accused of abduction a national media circus explodes
causing the torres thompson s carefully constructed lives to begin to fall apart as pacy and
informative about the states of america as you would expect from a journalist who won a
pulitzer for coverage of the la riots tobar is in total control of his material guardian a virtuosic
and hard hitting novel exposes disturbing and enlightening ironies about the perpetuation of
both privilege and social disadvantage tls tobar s hard hitting novel drills deep into la s hidden
social and racial strata and explores what happens when these carefully constructed lives
implode independent
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